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December 8, 2016 

 

Chris Cole, Secretary      

Vermont Agency of Transportation    

National Life Building     

Montpelier, VT  05633-5001     

(by email and first class mail) 

 

Re: Middlebury Main Street and Merchants Row Bridge Replacement WCRS 23- -- 

Gas Pipeline Clarity in this project 

 

Dear Secretary Cole: 

 

Thank you for your recent letter and offer to meet.  Communications from your office 

since then have indicated your schedule precludes you from meeting with Mr. Dorsey in 

Middlebury in the next few weeks, and that after that a meeting will depend upon you are 

re-appointed. 

 

The Middlebury Selectboard voted last week to set for a new Selectboard vote next week 

on whether or not to enter into the Finance and Management Agreement with your 

agency.  That agreement was drafted by your agency, and allows the Town only 3 weeks 

to respond to major aspects of the project, including all of those aspects which may 

threaten the viability of the downtown for extended periods of time.  Many of these 

components will require input from experts if the Town is to understand their 

ramifications, inform the public, and then respond.  Many major components remain 

either completely unknown or completely devoid of any written plans or drawings.  A 

three-week turnaround deadline means that your agency does not seek informed response.  

And even if the Town Selectboard is able to schedule a meeting with experts and then 

meet with the public to share the expert’s advice and obtain the public’s input, and then 

formulate a well-informed response to your agency, the agreement allows your agency to 

disregard that response if it would have any impact on the project’s budget or timeline – 

which almost any disagreement with your agency’s plans would have.  

 

My clients will be urging the Selectboard not to ratify this agreement.  However, in the 

meantime, I write to ask that you inform the Selectboard and my clients what your plans 

are for the gas pipeline tunnel that was mentioned by the VTrans team to the town.   We 

have seen no written plans or drawings.  The public and the Selectboard need to know if 

the gas pipeline tunnel will be near or under the proposed rail tunnel or the rail track, its 

proximity to other utilities such as electric lines, and how VGS and first responders will 

access the pipeline if it becomes compromised or leaks within the tunnel.  Please provide 

that information prior to the Selectboard meeting on Tuesday.  
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Thank you. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
James A. Dumont 

James A. Dumont, Esq. 

 

cc: Daniel Dutcher, Esq.,  


